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Hood College Department of Mathematics

Writing Assessment

Name(s): _______________________________________

Assignment:  ____________________________________

Your writing assignment will be evaluated in each of the following areas, on a scale from 0 (never or not at all) to 3 (always or consistently).  Feel free to use this checklist while you are writing.  (Not every item will be appropriate for every paper or project.)
	Structure (25%)

In this paper, did you…
	

	 - clearly state the problem to be solved, or the topic to be investigated, to someone who has not seen the assignment?
	

	- clearly state the answer to the original problem?
	

	- structure the paper with a clear introduction, middle, and conclusion?
	

	- write in complete sentences, organized into appropriate paragraphs arranged in a logical order?
	

	- include an appropriate level of detail?
	

	- use diagrams, tables and graphs appropriately and effectively?
	

	Mechanics (25%)
In this assignment did you …
	

	- use correct spelling, grammar and punctuation?
Includes use of ‘equals’ vs. =, complete sentences instead of fragments.
	

	- use active (not passive) language?
	

	- use language that is clear and easy to read?
	

	- use appropriate formatting of variables and equations?  

Includes typing equations in Equation Editor, centering equations on their own lines, typing variables in italics, including units with variables where appropriate.
	

	- use proper formatting of graphs and tables?  

Includes copying graphs electronically from Mathcad, including labels with tables and graphs.
	

	- give proper acknowledgment?  

Make sure you cite your textbook if you used it, as well as any print or electronic references you used.  If you include a quote in your paper, cite it there, as well as on the references page.


	

	- [in a research paper] use an appropriate range of resources?

Books and journal articles as well as Internet sources? Suitable Web sites?
	

	Content (50%)

In this paper…
	

	Did you clearly state the mathematical and physical assumptions you have made?
	

	Did you define all variables used?
	

	Did you explain how you derived each formula or where you found it?
	

	Did you use mathematical language correctly?
	

	Did you solve the question asked in the assignment? 
	

	Is the mathematics correct?  
	

	Other:
	


Adapted from a checklist by Annalisa Crannell of Franklin & Marshall College.


